
Travellers to the Southeast Asian 
country, long shrouded from the 

world’s gaze, will discover a stunning 
landscape of ancient temples, 

farms and fishermen. Words and 
photographs by Peter Adams >>
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I’m shooting in the old city of Bagan where ox carts weave 
their way between ancient pagodas. Outside Mandalay I walk 
across the world’s longest teak bridge (nearly a mile) as local 
girls with faces painted in sandalwood patterns encourage 
me to buy their wares. On the still waters of Inle Lake, I watch 
the Intha fisherman with their unusual rowing style (one leg 
wrapped around the oar to free both hands for fishing). >>

National Geographic Traveller - Luxury  |  2013126 www.natgeotraveller.co.uk  |  National Geographic Traveller - Luxury 127

BURMABURMA



There’s a wonderful timelessness 
to Burma and a deep-seated 
Buddhist sensibility. This is  
my third visit here. But despite 
the keen media spotlight and  
‘up-and-coming tourist 
destination’ tag, little seems  
to have changed since my first 
visit in the mid-1980s. >>

Clockwise: Buddhist 
Monks approach  

Shwezigon Pagoda, 
Nyaung-U, Bagan; 

Maha Ganayon Kyaung 
Monastery, Amarapura
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BURMABURMA



From The great golden stupa in 
Yangon (top) to Bagan’s standing 
Buddha statue (left) at Ananda 
Pahto temple (right), Burma is 
filled with unparalleled sights. 
although I don’t envisage Burma 
changing as quickly as others 
have predicted, I wouldn’t delay 
your visit.  □ 
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